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BISHOP  AUCKLAND  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

' health  department. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  1954 . 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

The  following  is  the  Report  for  the  year  1954. 

AREA  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS . 

The  area  of  the  district  is  9,336  acres.  The  estimated 
population  in  mid  1954  was  35,330,  a decrease  of  260  on  the 
previous  year’s  estimate. 

The  rateable  value  is  £.162,013  and  the  product  of  a penny 
rate  £606. 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses,  according  to  the  Council’s 
rate  books,  at  the  end  of  1954  was  10,944. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

In  the  following  extracts  from  the  vital  statistics  of  the 
district  the  corrected  figures  as  supplied  by  the  Registrar 
General  have  been  used  and  the  rates  quoted  are  based  on  the 
above  mentioned  estimated  population. 


Live  Births. 

Total . 

Males . 

Females • 

Legitimate . 

631 

322 

309 

Illegitimate . 

I 

24 

11 

13 

TOTAL. 

655 

333 

322 

The  live  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population 
is  18.26.  The  corresponding  figure  for  England  and  Wales  was 
15.20. 


Still  Births . 

Total. 

Males . 

" 

Females . 

Legitimate. 

21 

13 

8 

Illegitimate. 

0 

0 

0 

TOTAL. 

21 

13 

8 

1 


31.06 


Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births 
The  corresponding  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  24.0. 

DEATHS . 

After  correction  for  outwardly  and  inwardly  transferable 
deaths  a total  of  411  (208  males  and  203  females)  deaths  of 
residents  were  recorded  during  the  year,  giving  a death  rate  of 
11.63  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population.  The  death  rate 
for  England  and  Wales  as  a whole  in  1954  was  11.30.  Cardio- 
vascular diseases  accounted  for  206  of  the  total  deaths. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age . 

Fifteen  male  and  eight  female  infants  died  during  the 
year  before  attaining  their  first  birthday.  All  were  legitimate. 

Mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  35.10. 

The  rate  in  England  and  Wales  in  1954  25.50  - 

an  unprecedented  low  record  for  the  country. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  deaths  recorded 
from  various  causes  during  the  year. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

M 

i 

F 

Total 

Cancer, 

33 

38 

71 

Leukaemia. 

1 

1 

2 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system. 

30 

33 

63 

Coronary  disease,  angina. 

25 

19 

44 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease. 

6 

7 

13 

Other  heart  disease. 

37 

40 

77 

Pneumonia . 

12 

6 

18 

Bronchitis . 

8 

6 

14 

Other  respiratory  diseases. 

4 

3 

7 

Gastric  or  duodenal  ulcer. 

2 

4 

6 

Gastritis  and  enteritis. 

4 

4 

8 

Nephritis . 

4 

1 

5 

Hyperplasis  of  prostate . 

4 

— 

4 

Congenital  malformations. 

1 

1 

2 

Motor  vehicle  accidents. 

4 

— 

4 

All  other  accidents. 

2 

7 

9 

Other  circulatory  diseases. 

5 

2 

7 

Suicide . 

3 

— 

3 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms). 

5 

5 

10 

Influenza. 

1 

2 

3 

Other  infections. 

1 

1 

2 

All  other  causes  than  those  specified. 

16 

23 

39 

TOTAL . 

208 

1 

203 

■ m 1 

2 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES . 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  notified,  and 
the  deaths  from  the  various  infectious  diseases  (excluding 
tuberculosis)  which  occurred  among  the  district’s  residents 
during  1954. 


Disease . 

Total  cases 
notified . 

Total  No.  of 
cases  after 
corrected 
diagnosis . 

Cases 

admitted 

to 

Hospital . 

Total 
Deaths . 

Meningococcal  Infection 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever. 

44 

44 

24 

0 

Smallpox. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Diphtheria. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Enteric  Fever. 

1 

1 

1 

0 

Pneumonia . 

34 

34 

0 

18 

Puerperal  Pyrexia.  X 

20 

20 

0 

Measles. 

260 

258 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough. 

221 

219 

2 

0 

Erysipelas. 

3 

3 

0 

0 

Dysentery. 

11 

17 

6 

0 

Acute  Poliomyelitis. 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Acute  Encephalitis. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

1 

1 

0 

0 

Food  Poisoning. 

7 

1 

0 1 

0 

X All  20  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  occurred  in  inmates  of 

Bishop  Auckland  hospitals,  and  were  notified  by  one  or 
other  of  those  hospitals.  Many  of  the  patients  notified  were 
non-resident  in  Bishop  Auckland  Urban  District  but  had  been 
admitted  to  Maternity  Wards  in  Bishop  Auckland.  All  cases 
occurred  during  the  latter  half  of  the  year.  It  was  discovered 
that  several  members  of  the  maternity  wards  staff  were  healthy 
carriers  of  Haemolytic  Streptococci  (Group  A) , which  is  the 
causative  organism  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia.  Upon  discovery  the 
carrier  midwives  were  suspended  from  work,  treated  with  antibiotic 
drugs  and  were  not  allowed  to  resume  work  until  a series  of 
negative  throat  swabs  had  been  obtained.  Close  co-operation  was 
maintained  between  the  maternity  hospitals , the  hospital  bacterio- 
logist and  myself,  and  I am  happy  to  state  that  the  incidence  of 
Puerperal  Pyrexia  has  now  declined,  no  case  having  been  notified 
in  the  three  months  prior  to  this  report’s  going  to  print. 

Of  the  seven  cases  of  food  poisoning  notified,  six  were 
found  upon  bacteriological  investigation  to  be  cases  of  Sonne 
Dysentery.  The  incidence  of  Dysentery  in  this  country  has 
risen  considerably  during  recent  years.  Over  5,000  cases  were 
notified  in  England  and  Wales  during  the  last  quarter  of  1954. 
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Apart  from  one  or  two  small  localised  outbreaks  very  few  cases 
of  Dysentery  have  been  notified  from  this  area.  It  is  probable 
that  many  missed  cases  have  occurred  in  children, 

TUBERCULOSIS . 


The  following  table  shows,  in  arrangement  by  age  groups,  the 
number  of  new  cases  notified  and  of  deaths  from  tuberculosis 
occurring  in  the  district  during  the  year. 


New.  Cases. 

Deaths  . 

Age 

Periods . 

Pulmonary . 

Non 

Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

Non 

Pulmonary. 

M 

n 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0 - 

1 - 

- 

~ 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

5 - 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15  - 

2 

4 

- 

1 

- 

— 

— 

- 

25  - 

6 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

- 

- 

35  - 

1 

1 

- 

- 

2 

1 

- 

- 

45  - 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

55  - 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

65  and 
over. 

2 

1 

1 

- 

2 

2 



- 

- 

1954 

Totals. 

13 

7 

2 

1 

7 

5 

1953. 

15 

19 

2 

2 

6 

6 

- 

1 

1952. 

23 

21 

1 

3 

6 

9 

- 

2 

1951. 

18 

11 

- 

2 

11 

10 

1 

- 

1950. 

22 

32 

3 

8 

9 

5 

1 

4 

1949. 

17 

21 

7 

6 

12 

9 

1 

2 

1948. 

25 

24 

6 

10 

11 

11 

2 

1 

1947. 

13 

27 

7 

14 

11 

12 

3 

3 

1946. 

34 

15 

19 

15 

11 

11 

1 

1 

1945. 

24 

20 

| 20 

7 



15 

9 

5 

i 

6 

Of  the  twelve  deaths  recorded  from  tuberculosis  three  were 
of  persons  who  prior  to  their  decease  had  not  been  notified  as 
suffering  from  the  disease. 

The  number  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  here  recorded  is 
the  lowest  of  recent  years  and  the  number  of  deaths  is  the  lowest 
for  the  past  ten  years.  This  is  the  most  gratifying  feature  of 
the  health  statistics  in  this  report.  For  some  years  af ter . this 
Council’s  territory  assumed  its  present  form  in  1937  the  incidence 
of  tuberculosis  remained  noticably  high . The  average  number  of 
new  cases  (pulmonary  and  non-pulmonary ) notified  during  the  seven 
years  1944  - 1950  was  66.  During  the  past  four  years  it  has 
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fallen  to  an  average  of  35.  While  it  would  not  be  .safe  upon 
the  experience  of  such  a short  term  as  four  years  to  assume  that 
our  tuberculosis  incidence  was  well  on  the  v/ane , it  should  be 
borne  in  mind  that  the  apparent  declining  incidence  certainly 
cannot  be  attributed  to  an  increased  number  of  missed  cases,  for 
the  discovery  of  early  cases  of  tuberculosis  has  been  enhanced 
of  recent  years  by  the  improved  facilities  provided  since  the 
inception  of  our  present  National  Health  Service,  e.g.  mass 
radiography,  improved  chest  clinic  facilities  and  improved 
pathological  laboratory  facilities.  These  improved  diagnostic 
facilities,  I believe,  largely  accounted  for  the  large  number 
of  new  cases  in  our  area  in  1950,  but  these  diagnostic  facilities 
are  still  operating  and  improving.  One  may,  therefore,  assume 
that  the  lowered  incidence  of  tuberculosis  in  our  local 
community  during  the  past  four  years  has  been  due  to  an  improve- 
ment in  the  general  physique  and  hygienic  conditions  of  our 
community.  Overcrowding  and  poverty  are  both  incentives  to  a 
high  incidence  of  tuberculosis . Full  employment  and  a 
progressive  housing  policy  may,  I believe,  be  largely  responsible 
for  the  recent  decline  in  our  tuberculosis  incidence.  In 
passing,  it  is  of  interest  to  note  that  of  the  20  cases  of 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  notified  in  1954,  no  fewer  than  9 were 
notified  by  inward  transfer,  i.e.  they  were  notifications  in 
respect  of  persons  who  had  come  from  other  districts  to  reside  in 
this  district. 

In  my  report  for  1953  I made  reference  to  the  special 
consideration  given  by  the  Council  to  housing  applicants  from  a 
home  containing  a sufferer  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis.  This 
special  consideration  was  continued  during  1954  when  12  such 
families  were  rehoused  in  adequate  modern  dwellings. 

SPECIAL  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

( a ) Immunisation  against  Diphtheria. 

The  following  children  were  treated  during  the  year  in 
their  homes,  doctors1  surgeries  or  County  clinics 

305  children  received  primary  full  courses  of  immunisation 

treatment . 

79  children  received  "booster'1  doses. 

There  has  not  been  a confirmed  notification  of  Diphtheria 
in  the  district  since  1943,  and  no  death  from  Diphtheria  since 
1945. 

(b)  Food  inspection. 

During  the  year  your  two  Sanitary  Inspectors  continued  to 
inspect  the  carcases  of  animals  slaughtered  at  the  licensed 


5. 


slaughterhouses  in  the  area,  of  which  there  are  seven.  The 
following  is  a summary  of  their  inspections  during  1S54. 


Cattle 

Cows 

! 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Number  slaughtered. 

4211 

454 

216 

13721 

8244 

Number  inspected. 

4184 

443 

216 

13625 

8168 

% inspected. 

99.3 

97.7 

100 

99.8 

99.0 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY . 

Whole  Carcases. 

4 

2 

Weight  (lb.) 

3104 

1112 

— 



— 

°jo  condemned. 

C . 049 

0.44 

— 

— 

Part  carcases. 

441 

82 

2 

— 

240 

Weight  (lb.) 

7938 

1473 

10 

2412 

% condemned. 

2.66 

0.64 

0.92 

1.45 

Total  weight  (lb.) 

11042 

2585 

'10 

2412 

Total  % condemned . 

2.709 

1.08 

0.92 

1.45 

OTHER  DISEASES. 

Whole  carcases. 

4 

7 

5 

17 

4 

Weight  (lb.) 

3261 

3921 

192 

852 

581 

% condemned. 

0.049 

1,54 

2.31 

0.12 

0.05 

Part  carcases. 

1680 

244 

3 

212 

139 

Weight  (lb.) 

20240 

4392 

12 

1062 

838 

$ condemned. 

5.700 

9.00 

1.40 

1.50 

1.70 

Total  Weight  (lb.) 

23501 

8313 

204 

1914 

1419 

Total  °]o  condemned. 

5.749 

10.54 

3.71 

1.62 

1.75 

Eull  total  weight  (lb.) 

34543 

10898 

214 

1914 

3831 

Full  total  % condemned. 

f 

8.460 

11.62 

4.63 

1.62 

3.20 

The  following  other  foodstuffs  were  condemned 

493  tins  meat;  81  tins  ham;  612  tins  fruit;  732  tins  vegetables; 
190  tins  milk;  26  tins  soup;  64  tins  fish;  19  tins  cream;  72  jars 
beef  paste;  4 jars  jam;  41b,  butter;  61b,  rice;  lib. . ground 
almonds;  lib.  black  pudding;  41b.  cheese;  41b.  biscuits;  1701b. 
dates;  441b.  sweets;  67  packets  biscuits;  27  packets  cheese; 

240  lb.  prunes;  34-frlb . cake;  5241b.  sugar;  131b.  sausage;  281b. 
frozen  eggs. 
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All  tho  condemned  food  mentioned  was  voluntarily  surrendered. 
In  no  instance  was  seizure  necessary  nor  was  there  any  prosecution 
for  the  exposure  for  sale  of  unsound  food. 

( c ) Conversions  to  Water  Carri ace . 

During  the  year  a total  of  427  closets  of  the  conservancy 
type  were  converted  to  the  water  carriage  system. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  various  types  of  sanitary 
convenience  in  tho  area  was  as  follows 

Water  Closets.  9545 

Ashclosets.  2989 

Ashpit  Privies.  182 

( d ) General  Housing  Repairs . 

The  following  is  a summary  of  work  done  by  your  two  Sanitary 
Inspectors  during  the  year. 


Number  of 

Inspections 

Number  of 

Informal 

Notices 

Number  of 
Statutory 

Notices 

1 

Defects 

Remedied 

HOUSING. 

Public  Health  & Housing  Acts. 

3238 

377 

58 

321 

Inspections  of  outstanding  notices. 

1306 

SANITARY  CONVENIENCES  - Insufficient. 

4 

4 

Defective . 

210 

121 

20 

86 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act. 

31 

Drainage . 

93 

61 

9 

60 

Water  Supply. 

20 

20 

3 

20 

Tents,  vans  etc. 

6 

Miscellaneous  visits. 

587 

Factories  and  Workplaces. 

133 

8 

8 

Keeping  of  Animals . 

30 

4 

1 

4 

Insanitary  ashpits  and  receptacles. 

10 

10 

6 

10 

Offensive  accumulations. 

18 

18 

18 

Interviews . 

486 

Pet  Animals  Act. 

25 

i 

i 

i 

! 6197 
! 

623 

i 

1 97 

i 

[ 

527 

7 


NEW  HOUSES. 


During  the  year  a total  of  144  new  houses  were  provided  in 
the  area,  of  these  120  were  built  by  the  Council,  21  were  built 
by  private  enterprise  or  by  a Housing  Association,  and  3 were 
provided  by  conversion  of  large  houses  into  two  separate 
dwellings. 

CONTROL  OF  CIVIL  BUILDING. 

As  local  licensing  officer  on  behalf  of  the  Ministry,  I 
issued  one  licence  during  the  year.  This  licence  involved 
alterations  to  the  Bishop’s  Castle  to  the  value  of  £1,069. 

The  number  of  licences  issued  by  the  Regional  Officer  to 
the  Ministry  of  Works  in  respect  of  premises  other  than  dwellings 
in  this  district  was  10  and  the  capital  value  of  the  works 
involved  was  £51,525. 

RODENT  CONTROL. 

During  the  year  your  rodent  operator  dealt  with  a total  of 
186  rat  infestations.  Of  these  23  were  on  Council  properties 
(tips,  sewage  disposal  works,  etc.,),  29  were  on  privately  owned 
property  serviced  at  the  owner’s  expense,  and  117  were  on 
premises  involving  a total  of  357  dwelling  houses  serviced  on 
block  control  free  of  charge. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

There  are  139  factories  and  workshops  on  the  district’s 
register  of  which  17  are  factories  in  respect  of  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4,  and  6 of  the  Factories  Act,  1937  are  enforceable  by 
the  local  authority.  One  hundred  and  thirty  three  inspections 
of  factories  and  workshops  were  made  by  your  Sanitary  Inspectors 
during  the  year  resulting  in  the  discovery  of  eight  defects. 

In  all  cases  the  defects  were  remedied  as  a result  of  informal 
notice . 

FOOD  PREMISES. 

There  are  in  the  district  29  premises  on  which  sausages, 
pies  (meat)  etc.,  are  manufactured,  and  101  premises  on  which 
ice  cream  is  either  manufactured  or  stored  for  sale. 

During  the  year  489  visits  were  made  to  shops  from  which 
food  was  sold,  131  visits  were  made  to  dairies,  411  visits  were 
made  under  the  1950  Shops  Act,  and  94  inspections  of  the  town 
market  were  made. 

I am, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen 
Your  obedient  servant, 
H.G.  DONALD. 

Medical  Officer  of 
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APPENDIX 


Comparisons  in  Vital  Statistics  et 


c.,  during  the  years  1945  -.1954 


— 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

! 

1945 

1 1946 

1947 

1 

1948 

1949 

1950 

|"  1951 

1952 

i 

1953 

1954 

Birth  Rate. 

Death  Rate. 

Infant  Mortality  Rate. 

20.3 

14.4 
59.1 

22.6 

13.5 

54.2 

25 . 6 

14.7 
49.1 

21.5 
21.8 

50.5 

20.9 

11.7 

33.1 

17.9 

12.2 

35.0 

18.8 

14.5 

35.5 

17.4 

11.6 

27.3 

17.9 

11.2 

21.3 

— 

18.3 

11.6 

35.1 

lr-jEcTIOPg  DISEASES  - Notifications  and  Deaths. 




“ 

' — . ■ ■ ■ 

1945 

N D" 

J i t 

1946  j 1947  j 1948 

D N D N — n 

1949 

i\T  n 

1950 

! 1951 

j 

1952 

1 

1953 

i 

j 1954 

Acute  Poliomyelitis c 
oerebro  Spinal  Meningiti 
Diphtheria. 

Dysentery. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica. 
Enteric  Never. 
Erysipelas. 

Measles. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 
Pneumonia . 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 
Scarlet  Fever, 

Smallpox . 

Whooping  Cough. 

1 - 

s . 1 - 

37  1 

1 1 - 

1 

10  - 
614  - 

1 - 
13  16 

3 1 

53  - 

124  1 j 

! 

— — j. 

— 

1 - 
2 - 

12  - 

13  - 

54  - 

2 

19  14 

4 - 

41  1 

113  - 

iol  - 
3 1 

3 - 

1 - 
- 1 

2 - 
8 - 
289  - 

1 _ 

11  25 

1 - 
68  - 

120  1 

2 - 

3 1 

7 - 

10  - 

284  - 

8 16 

2 - 

91  - 

53  1 

6 - 

2 - 
6 - 

3 - 

343  - 

7 19 

7 - 

89  - 

105  - 

INI  D 

6 - 
3 - 

12  - 

7 - 

770  2 

2 - 

24  20 

133  - 

183  1 

N D 

2 - 

3 - 

1 - 

175  - 

1 - 

31  24 

1 - 

61  - 

123  - 

N D 

2 - 

1 - 

2 - 
6 - 

228  - 

3 - 

53  11 

7 - 

158  - 

184  - 

N D 

1 - 

6 1 
1012  1 

55  11 

9 1 

132  - 

255  - 

N D 

17  - 

l : 

258  - 

1 - 

34  18 

20  - 
44  - 

219  - 

858  20 

1 

261  15 

517  28 

460  18 

568  19 

1140  23 

398  24 

644  11  : 

L470  14 

597  18 

Tuber culo si  s. 

_j_ 

1 

NEW  CASES  NOTIFIED  t : 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

r~ 

1951 

1952 

1 

1953 

1954 

Pulmonary  Cases. 

Non  Pulmonary  Cases. 

44 

27 

49 

34 

40 

21 

49 

16 

38 

13 

54 

11 

29 

2 

44 

4 

34 

4 

20 

3 

